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The Examiner's action dated February 13, 2003, has 
been received, and its contents carefully noted. 

All of the prior art rejections are traversed on the 
grounds that the Puschner reference is not available as prior 
art against the claims of the present application. 

The publication date of that reference is July 23, 
1998, while the present application claims priority rights 
based on an application filed in Israel on November 19, 1997. 

The present application is a National Phase 
application, and it is understood that a copy of the Israeli 
priority application was provided to the USPTO by the 
International Bureau . 

Moreover, the Israeli application was filed in 
English and is identical to the present U.S. application, with 
the exception that the Israeli application does not include 
the last paragraph on page 3 of the present specification, 
which pertains to prior art, or the two sentences on page 11 
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In re of Appln. No. 09/554,734 



of the present specification, extending between lines 8 and 
12. The information contained in those two sentences does not 
relate to any limitations appearing particularly in 
independent claim 1 of the present application, or in any 
claim, other than claim 9. 

Accordingly, it is requested that applicants be 
accorded the benefit of the filing date of their priority 
application, that the prior art rejections presented in the 
action be withdrawn and that the application be allowed . 

If the above amendment should not now place the 
application in condition for allowance, the Examiner is 
invited to call undersigned counsel to resolve any remaining 
issues . 



Respectfully submitted, 

BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C. 
Attorneys for Applicant (s) 
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